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To promote a safe and caring educational environment, the Maury County Public Schools will:  

1) Investigate all claims of bullying against students. 
2) Establish clear school rules and expectations regarding bullying. 
3) Train and educate all faculty to respond sensitively and consistently to bullying incidents. 
4) Provide adequate supervision. 
5) Communicate with parents, as needed. 

  

In the case of a confirmed bullying incident, parents/guardians of both targets of bullying and 
offenders should be notified and asked to take appropriate measures at home. Additionally, 
school administrators will address the offending student(s) (bully and/or those assisting, 
supporting, or furthering bullying acts) and ensure that disciplinary procedures are followed, as 
is outlined in Maury County Board of Education policy 6.300. Furthermore, students who 
commit bullying acts may be invited to participate in accountability through restorative justice 
procedures such as: 

• Restitution-An opportunity to own up to what has been done and make an attempt to fix 
the situation (i.e., If rumors/lies are posted online, then they can be taken down and the 
truth or something complimentary posted in its place).  

• Resolution-Empowered to figure out how to keep this incident from happening again, 
noting what will be done differently in the future (i.e., An offending student will choose 
to sit in a different seat on the bus). 

• Reconciliation (Only if the target of bullying is willing)-An attempt to heal the 
relationship with the target of bullying. 

Due to the complex nature of bullying, specific procedures for restorative justice and possible 
solutions to repair the damage done should be individualized at the discretion of school 
administration, school counselor, and/or other qualified school personnel.  

 

In addition to the procedures outlined above for students committing, supporting, or furthering 
bullying acts, the following steps may be taken to keep the targeted student(s) safe at school: 

• Provide counseling support 
• Provide skills training in areas such as assertiveness, interpersonal skills, strengthening a 

strong sense of self, and friendship building 
• Identification of one or more individuals to whom the student can safely report any 

further incidences. 
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Important Terminology Definitions 

Bullying 
Acts which foster a climate of fear and disrespect that can seriously impair the physical and 
psychological health of its victims and create conditions that negatively affect learning. Bullying 
involves unwanted, deliberate aggressive behavior which results in a real or perceived imbalance 
of power. Such actions substantially interfere with educational opportunities, performance, or 
abilities to participate in school activities and programs. Although many times bullying is 
repeated, or has the potential to be repeated over time, it does not need to involve repetition to be 
defined as bullying. A one-time act could be enough to constitute bullying. Additionally, 
bullying can have as an overlay: race, ethnicity, religion, gender (including sexual orientation or 
identification), as well as physical or mental ability, weight or allergies. It can take place in-
person or via electronic devices (i.e., cyberbullying), and can include hazing. 	

 
Cyberbullying 
Bullying that is conducted through electronic devices where there is transmission of signs, 
signals, writing, images, sounds, or data. This would include posting to social networks, internet 
sites or forums. Examples may include mean text messages or emails, rumors sent by email or 
posted on social networking sites, and embarrassing pictures, videos, websites, or fake profiles. 
 

Teasing  Taunting 

* Allows both parties to swap roles * Real or perceived imbalance of power 

* Harm/humiliation is not intended * Harm/humiliation is intended 

* Both parties are enjoying it * Laughter is directed at someone, rather than with someone 

* It stops when someone becomes upset or objects 

* Can help to build relationships 

* It continues even when someone becomes upset or objects 

* Tears apart relationships 

 

Flirting  Sexual bullying/harassment 

* Allows both parties to swap roles * Real or perceived imbalance of power 

* Meant to be flattering/complimentary * Meant to harm or exploit 

* Intended to make other person feel wanted * Is demeaning in nature 

* It stops when someone becomes upset or objects 

* Can help to build relationships 

* It continues even when someone becomes upset or objects 

* Violates social, emotional, and/or physical boundaries 
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Telling/Reporting Tattling/Snitching 

* An attempt to get someone out of trouble/danger or 
solve a problem 

* An attempt to get someone in trouble 

(Note: someone might get in trouble, but that is not the 
intent) 

* Harmful to relationships 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This document was compiled through collaboration with Maury County Public Schools mental 
health professionals, Maury County community members, and Barbara Coloroso 

(www.kidsareworthit.com). 

 


